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ABSTRACT

Maithili, a language from the Indo-aryan family, holds a rich linguistic and
literary heritage. Spoken primarily in Bihar, India, and parts of Nepal,
Maithili has been recognized as one of India’s scheduled languages under
the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution. Maithili, an Eastern Indo-Aryan
language spoken primarily in the Mithila region of India and Nepal, exhibits
rich syntactic structures that reflect both its Indo-Aryan heritage and
regional linguistic influences. This research explores historical development,
linguistic structure, dialectical variations, and socio-cultural significance of
Maithili. More precisely, the paper explores the syntax of Maithili, focusing
on sentence structure, word order, verb agreement, case marking, and
subordinate clause formation. It draws comparisons with related languages
such as Hindi and Bengali, highlighting features that distinguish Maithili
syntactically within the Indo-Aryan language family.
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1. Introduction

The origins of Maithili can be traced to the early medieval period, evolving
from Magadhan Prakrit and Apabhramsha. Literary works like Vidyapati’s
poetry in the 14th century played a crucial role in establishing Maithili as a
distinct linguistic entity. Over centuries, Maithili has interacted with
Sanskrit, Hindi, and other regional languages, shaping its vocabulary and
syntax. Maithili (ISO 639-3: mai), with over 30 million speakers, is one of
the major languages of the Indian subcontinent. Recognized as one of the 22
scheduled languages of India, it has a rich literary history and a well-
preserved grammatical tradition. Despite this, syntactic studies of Maithili
remain relatively limited. This paper aims to fill that gap by offering a
detailed syntactic analysis of Maithili, addressing both descriptive and
theoretical dimensions.
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Maithili enjoys a vibrant cultural presence, particularly in folk
traditions, songs, and literary expressions. Despite its official recognition,
language shift due to Hindi dominance presents challenges. Efforts in
education and media aim to preserve and promote Maithili.

2. Statement of the Problem:

The paper explores the syntax of Maithili, focusing on sentence structure,
word order, verb agreement, case marking, and subordinate clause
formation. It draws comparisons with related languages such as Hindi and
Bengali, highlighting features that distinguish Maithili syntactically within
the Indo-Aryan language family.

3. Results and Discussion:

3.1. Dialects of Maithili
Maithili has a rich tapestry of dialects that vary by region and social
influence. Here are a few notable ones:
e Sotipura Maithili — Spoken in parts of northern Bihar, this dialect
exhibits a mix of influences from Bhojpuri and Magahi.
e Khortha Maithili — Found in regions close to Jharkhand, this variant
integrates elements from Khortha and Magahi.
e Jogiara Maithili — Predominantly used by certain communities in the
Mithila region, this dialect preserves several archaic Maithili forms.
e Darbhanga Maithili - Commonly recognized as a more formal variant,
often associated with classical Maithili literature.
e Bajjika Maithili — While sometimes considered a separate language,
Bajjika shares strong similarities with western Maithili dialects.
e Tirhutia Maithili — Spoken in the Tirhut region, this dialect leans
towards standard Maithili but retains regional lexical influences.
Each dialect exhibits distinct phonetic, lexical, and syntactic differences,
reflecting Maithili's diverse linguistic landscape. Would you like further
insights into any particular dialect?

3.2. Dialectical Variations

The Maithili-speaking region exhibits significant dialectal variations:
Standard Maithili: Used in formal contexts and literature.

Western and Eastern Dialects: Differ in phonetic and lexical aspects.
Tharuwat and Dehati Variants: Spoken in Nepal, showing influences from
Nepali and Hindi.

The various dialects of Maithili differ from standard Maithili in several ways,
including phonetic variations, lexical choices, and grammatical structures.
Here’s a comparison:

Phonetics & Pronunciation: Some dialects, such as Tirhutia Maithili,
retain older phonetic forms, while Darbhanga Maithili is closer to
standardized pronunciation.



Lexicon & Vocabulary: Bajjika Maithili incorporates many words from
Hindi and Bhojpuri, making it distinct from formal Maithili literature.

Grammatical Structures: Certain dialects like Jogiara Maithili may
preserve archaic verb conjugations, whereas standard Maithili follows more
refined grammatical conventions.

Regional Influence: Khortha Maithili, spoken near Jharkhand, shows
significant influence from Magahi and Khortha, making it less intelligible to
those accustomed to standard Maithili.

Despite these differences, most Maithili speakers can understand multiple
dialects, especially when exposed to literature or media that favor the
standardized form. Do you want more specific examples of grammatical or
phonetic distinctions?

3.3. Cultural Identity

Maithili dialects serve as a mirror to the diverse cultural landscape of the
region. Each dialect carries the imprint of local traditions, historical
influences, and community identities. Here’s how they contribute to cultural
expression:

Regional Heritage: Dialects like Tirhutia and Darbhanga Maithili preserve
older linguistic forms, linking speakers to centuries of literary tradition and
historical continuity.

Folk Traditions: Variants such as Jogiara Maithili are deeply embedded in
folk songs, storytelling, and oral traditions, strengthening community
bonds.

Social Identity: Certain dialects are associated with specific castes,
professions, or social groups, reinforcing cultural identity within
communities.

Cross-border Influence: Maithili spoken in Nepal, including Tharuwat
Maithili, integrates Nepali influences, reflecting historical migration and
regional connectivity.

Linguistic Adaptation: Dialects like Bajjika incorporate elements from
Hindi and Bhojpuri, showing how Maithili speakers navigate multilingual
environments.

These dialects act as carriers of history and cultural pride, ensuring Maithili
remains vibrant across generations. Which aspect of cultural identity
interests you the most?

3.4 Phonetics and Phonology
Maithili exhibits a distinctive phonetic system characterized by:

Vowels: A range of short and long vowels, including nasalized forms.



Consonants: Retroflex, palatal, and aspirated consonants contributing to its
phonological diversity.

Tone and Stress: Unlike some Indian languages, Maithili relies on stress
patterns rather than tonal distinctions.

3.5 Morphology and Syntax

Maithili’s morphological system is highly inflected, with verb conjugations
reflecting tense, aspect, and mood. The syntax follows a Subject-Object-Verb
(SOV) structure, common in many Indo-Aryan languages. Case markers and
postpositions play a crucial role in sentence formation.

Maithili is a Subject-Object-Verb (SOV) language with postpositions and
relatively free word order due to its rich case-marking system. It shares
many typological features with Hindi and other Indo-Aryan languages but
also retains certain conservative and unique features that distinguish it
within the subgroup.

1. Sentence Structure and Word Order

The canonical word order is SOV:
. IH fpare Ted 3Af |
Ram kitaab parait achhi.
Ram is reading a book.
While the basic order is SOV, scrambling is common due to topicalization
and focus marking:
. fpaw ITH Ued 3f5 1
Kitaab Ram parait achhi.
It is the book that Ram is reading.

2. Topicalization and Focus

Topicalization often precedes the subject:
. 3Nfg & 3 SR |
Ohi la' Ram bazaar gel.
Ram went to the market for that.

Focus particles like fe (hi) can follow focused constituents:

. AR o 1|

Ram-hi school gel.
It is Ram who went to school.

3. Case Markers and Agreement
Maithili has a nominative-accusative alignment with a well-developed case

system. Major cases include:
e Nominative (unmarked): X[H (Ram)



e Accusative/Dative: XH & (Ram-ke)
« Instrumental: IH Y (Ram-san)
o Locative: Fg'_dﬁ’(school men)

4. Ergative-Like Behavior

Though not fully ergative, perfective constructions with animate subjects
sometimes show ergative-like properties:

. M fare foga® |
Rame kitaab likhalak.

Ram wrote the book.
The -e suffix on the subject marks an ergative-like subject in the past tense.

5. Verb Agreement and Tense-Aspect-Mood (TAM)

Verbs agree with the subject in person, gender, and number:
. th%_d 3fes5 | (He is reading.)
o 3f U%H 3fes | (She is reading.) — same as masculine, but context
distinguishes
In plural:

o 3 Hﬂ-[qa_dgﬁﬂ (They are reading.)
6. Tense and Aspect

The tense-aspect system includes present, past, habitual, perfective, and
progressive:

e Present habitual: u%‘cr 3ifes

o Past perfective: Wﬁ[

e Progressive: W%W S

Maithili TAM markers are structurally similar to those in Hindi but more
morphologically conservative in some dialects.

7. Subordination and Complex Sentences

Complementizers include S (je) for declarative subordination:
. M CaSEd | 3 Hd EIEK| 3ifes |
Ram said that he is going to school.
8. Relative Clauses
Relative clauses are prenominal, with a gap or relative pronoun:
. o SEEQ Hd Td ER| 9 A 3 |

The boy who went to school is Monu.

7. Conditional and Temporal Clauses

o If: \_r\f(jar'l)



o  When: 914 (jakhan)
« Because: BRUS (kaaran je)

8. Comparisons with Related Languages

Compared to Hindi and Bengali, Maithili retains more explicit case marking
and shows a richer agreement system. Its use of hi as a focus particle is
reminiscent of older Indo-Aryan stages (e.g., Vedic Sanskrit).

CONCLUSION

Maithili’s linguistic richness and historical significance make it a subject of
great interest in South Asian linguistics. Future research could delve deeper
into comparative studies with other Indo-Aryan languages and explore its
evolving role in digital communication. Maithili syntax presents a compelling
subject for further typological and theoretical research. It maintains a
conservative Indo-Aryan syntactic structure while also showing innovations
in focus, agreement, and case marking. Future research could explore
dialectal variation, syntactic borrowing from Nepali, and computational
modeling of Maithili syntax.
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